O P E N I NG   S T A T E M E N T S
OF ROMANIAN MINISTER OF DEFENSE, MIHAI FIFOR,

AT THE OFFICIAL MEETING WITH 

US SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, JAMES MATTIS

- WASHINGTON DC, 26 September 2018 -

Secretary Mattis, 

· I am proud and priviledged to mark today over a year since our first meeting in Pentagon. 

· On the road to Romania’s Cenntenial Anniversary, my current visit recognizes the added value of our Strategic Partnership. 

· In this regard, I would like to emphasize the high value we place into the excellent relations of friendship and cooperation forged between Romania and the United States, in general and between our ministeries of defense in particular. 

· In September 2011, seven years ago, Romania and the United Stated adopted in Washington D.C. the Common Declaration regarding the Strategic Partnership for the twenty-first century. In September this year, we are witnessing an increased maturity in our cooperation. 

· Our constant dialogue that we have personally developed throughout the last year, either bilaterally or in the allied context, shaped and fueld our strategic decisions towards consolidation and increased relevancy of our defense cooperation for the benefit of both Romanian and US Armed Forces.  

· Romanian Government decision to allocate 2% of GDP for defense budget underlines our increased awareness and responsibility for both Allied Deterrence and Defense. 2018 is the second year of 2% of GDP allocation for defense and the Romanian Prime Minister, Viorica Dancilă, and the leaders of the two chambers of Parliament are very much engaged in maintaining this trend for the next years and respecting our strong commitments within the North-Atlantic Alliance. 
· The relevancy of the 2% of GDP is also based on an already confirmed 35% rate of for a durable multiannual major acquisition program. This commitment to major acquisitions is well above the required 20% minimum, enabling, this way, durable capabilities. All actions in this direction reconfirm Romania’s resolve in assuming a responsible role in such an unstable region, whose complexity is determined by security challenges in the Black Sea and the Western Balkans areas.
· The recent decisions for endownment with major capabilitites, including the multirole F-16 platforms, PATRIOT and HIMARS programs have taken our Strategic Partnership to a new level. All these developments prove Romania’s strategic and defense posture in Eastern Europe. 
· Secretary Mattis, Romania is the most stable ally of the United States and a solid pillar on the South-Eastern Flank of the North-Atlantic Alliance. In current times characterized by more and more instability, the United States and all our allies can count on our determination in engaging in international efforts to countering all kind of threats to the security of our Alliance, especially terrorism, cyber attacks or hybrid war. 
· Romania remains a steadfast ally within NATO and a reliable US partner, abiding by its operational commitments in the Global Coalition to Defeat – ISIL / Da’esh, the newly launched NATO Mission in Iraq, and the Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan. The theatre of operations in Afghanistan is our top operational priority, and the Romanian Parliament’s decision to continue to support the stabilization efforts with up to 700 troops demonstrates that our country is a trustful and solid Ally. Next year, we are going to approve in the Parliament the increase of our contribution up to 900.
· From my last official visit to the United States, in September last year, there have been major security developments in our region. Romania is in between the Black Sea region and the Western Balkans area. On the one hand, I would like to emphasize the military developments in the Black Sea region raising serious concerns. And on the other hand, we cannot neglect the evolutions of the security context in Western Balkans region.
· At the NATO Summit in July, allies have reconfirmed the strategic importance of the Black Sea region. Romania strives for a balanced approach to our common security concerns within NATO. A strong stand on the principles of unity and solidarity of the Alliance is key in conveing the proper strategic message of a NATO that has adapted and continues to dapt itself to the current strategic realities.

· In this direction, we see the importance of a unitary and coherent approach of the Eastern Flank of the Alliance, in order to respond in an adequate manner to the tailored needs of deterrence and defense in the Black Sea region.

· Emerging and complex challenges around and across the Black Sea require more coherent Forward Presence and consolidated force posture on such an Eastern Europe pivot. 

· Postured to enhance regional cooperation and to optimize European Deterrence Initiative, Romania also seeks a multi-layered approach to consolidating its defense. 

· To this end, a relevant exemple is Romania’s recent offer to host, enahance and implement a land centric command and control capability at corps level, welcomed by all allies at the NATO Summit in July. 

· Moreover, this command and control capability is designed to strengthen the future NATO Force Structure and enhance regional cooperation in the Black Sea region. 

· Secretary Mattis, I just wanted to list few major lines of both actions and efforts in our enduring Partnership. As I said, Romania is strongly commited to Strategic Partnership with the US. We strongly believe that there is no European defense without the transatlantic bond. We strongly believe that the transatlantic link remains an entremely important vector of the EU cooperation with NATO and especially with the US, in the creation of an Europe of Defense.
· However, I very much look forward to our official discussion today to reflect together on more solutions to consolidate the defense dimension of our Strategic Partnership, to reaffirm Romania’s responsibility and to even increase US opportunitites for presence in Eastern Europe.
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